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TOXIC WASTE DUMPING 

479. Mr P.W. ANDREWS to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage: 
Will the minister please explain why concerned members of the community, and anyone else for that matter, 
who have relevant information should report suspected dumping of toxic waste directly to the proper regulatory 
authorities? 
Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 
I thank the member for Southern River for some notice of this question and for some discussion we had on this 
issue over the weekend. 
I was very concerned over the weekend to learn that three members of my pollution response team were 
hindered in the job they had to do when people in the community would not tell them where alleged drums of 
hazardous waste had been found.  In fact, at five o’clock on Friday afternoon my department was notified by the 
Sunday Times of an allegation that drums of hazardous waste had been found.  The department took a pollution 
response team member away from another job and had that member there within 20 minutes of the complaint 
being received.  However, the people who made the allegation would not reveal exactly where the site was when 
he arrived on the scene and contacted them to follow up the allegation.  As a result, on Friday evening three 
officers searched an area where they believed the drums were, only to find the next day, when TV cameras went 
to the site, that they had been directed to the wrong area. 
The department has pollution response people on call 24 hours a day to deal with these serious issues.  Finding 
drums like those is a serious issue and my department will respond as it needs to.  The department has a fine 
record of getting to the bottom of the allegation that drums of waste were buried in Dwellingup.  It followed that 
up over a number of years.  When it was finally able to get the right information, all the tests were done.  
Everything was done in an extremely professional manner, and those drums were removed. 

In this instance, when an allegation was made that it was hazardous waste, I am further disturbed that people 
went to the site with what appeared to be paper masks, drilled into concrete, which they claimed contained 
hazardous wastes, and, in addition, had at least one child at the site who was being exposed to dust generated 
from that drilling.   

We have since been contacted by a number of former Telecom and Water Authority of Western Australia 
workers who claim that those drums contain concrete that was used in ballast as part of drilling.  Nevertheless, 
we will treat this as hazardous waste.  The area has been cordoned off.  The Chemistry Centre (WA) is now 
involved in testing, and the waste will be treated and thoroughly investigated until we get to the bottom of it.  
Anyone with serious allegations of pollution needs to raise them with the appropriate authority, and those 
allegations will be responded to in a timely way, as happened on Friday. 
 


